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On Oct^. 15,1074, John Shrlidmaa * 3 defense state: • ut at the opening cf the so- 

called "obstruction of justice" trial was that he hud lie on d ccivee! and used a 3 a patsy 

ay Uixoii and !,llo. .an. Ccria ntaters reported a "split" had been "in the air" in "recent 

days." In fact, njjt ooupatont an lyat should lmv anticipated the eventuality as aeon 

as it was known that Ehrlidinan had been ko. t in the dark about Hixon' 3 bugging. He then 

had te know, regardless ef what he did or said publicly, tliat he. c-ul bo a patsy. Tliat 

tlxic 

Bhrliclmau ignallou h±a defense publicly was in tin draft if this boo l- n it.ha prior tc 
th. fact, xlu hr ft is unchanged to sorv; as still another illu.tratioa of the fact so 
iaagorous to reprus ..nt-itiv; society, that in tinea of crises and greatest danger to the 
political systeu th press fails to inpta-t n- ,~<niug to vhnt it Coos r<. port. It also C, os 
not r -port all it can an should. The co. hinatiion did porait the steady growth cf creeping 
— eric n authoritarianism. It can be- fatal to nouningful freedom. This unr-pertor Bhrliehaaa 
defense is also mother illustration that Vh'.tergut® reporting was largely leaks, net the 
r suit of journalistic digging. It is axiomatic that l-akors have their own interests 
to 3 -rvo. In turn tliis nccois tliat th. reporting was angled as those looking to the 
i-rcss desire . it to bo, air', tliat the r nl aul full story f The Watergate was r:..vc;r 
reported althougli it in the uost— reported, of peacetime stories in history. 


